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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

M This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andfor drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 1 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

VIII □ Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 



1-9 as published 
Claims, Numbers 

1-28 as published 

29-32 filed with telefax on 1 7.03.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4/4 as published 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement " 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-32 



1-32 



1-32 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

(1) Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US-B1 -6287332 

(2) The problem of the present invention is to provide an expandable stent which 
dissolves or disintegrates inside a blood vessel after a predefined time and a 
method of manufacturing said stent. 

(3) The closest prior art according to D1 refers to a stent made of zinc having a gold 
electrode placed thereon. 

(4) The inventive solution is characterised by a stent which has joining portions 
dissolving faster than the interconnecting portions and a corresponding method of 
manufacture. 

(5) Said solution is not made obvious by D1 , since said document refers to dissolution 
of the whole stent. 

(6) US-A-2002/0004060 and DE-A-1 9945049, both cited in the International Search 
Report, refer to degradation of the stent as a whole rather than disclosing joining 
portions dissolving faster than interconnecting portions. 
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Expandable stent ,1-. 3; 7, according to claim 24. c^*^ 
i meta. — by corrosion after a pre-defined — -side -* *-* P— 

4 

to Methodfortncn^uracmrmgofaneKparxdaUemctalst^tfor _ 

l« ioined together by joining portions (5), said stent,- when inserted mto said body 

Errs-" — -~ r — ^ u 

dissolves fester than the interconnecting portions, the stent compn 
la a second metal, tire second metal having an electrochemical 
10 defers from me eiecteochemical potential of the first metal, and 

enter surface and/or the inner surfece of the tube bemg coated with a layer 
second metal, 

15 si Method according to claim 30, further characterised in <^ 

Ich is made of the nrst metal, is coated wnh layers of several metals, an of winch 
have different electrochemical potentials. 

32 . Method according to claims 30 or 31. charactered in that said 

20 manufacturing involves laser cutting or etching. 
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